A case of jellyfish sting.
Jellyfish sting may result in a wide range of symptoms from common erythematous urticarial eruptions to the rare box-jelly induced acute respiratory failure. In Taiwan, with the increasing frequency of international travel, cases of jellyfish sting to foreigners are on the rise. We report a case of jellyfish sting with the rare presentation of painless contact dermatitis. A 38-y-o man accidentally stepped on a sea urchin with his right foot during scuba diving in a beach in Thailand. Traditional therapy with vinegar was applied on the lesion. However, when he returned to Taiwan, erythematous patches on the left thigh with linear radiations to the leg were discovered. The skin lesions had bizzare shapes and showed progressive change. No pain or numbness was noticed. Jellyfish stingwas suspected, topical medications were applied, and the patient recovered without complication. Jellyfish stings usually result in a painful erythematous eruption. In this case, though the lesion involved a large surface, there was no pain. Delayed diagnosis of jellyfish sting was due to the atypical presentation and the physician's unfamiliarity to the Thai jellyfish sting. Awareness to the wide spectrum of jellyfish sting symptoms should be promoted.